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OFFENSIVE LINE LOOKS 
TO CLOSE GAPS
Students in geography pro-
fessor Rick Graetz’s mountain 
studies field course were sup-
posed to take a trip to Yellow-
stone National Park over the 
October 12 weekend. But with 
national parks closed because 
of the government shutdown, 
the trip may have to be re-
scheduled.
The federal government 
shutdown will have minimal 
effects on most University of 
Montana students, although 
the longer the shutdown, the 
greater the effects. 
Most UM programs receive-
ing federal funding will contin-
ue operating as usual with the 
funds they have in store. 
Kent McGowan, director of 
UM’s financial aid department, 
said they were allocated funds 
for the 2013-2014 fiscal year — 
which started on Oct. 1 — in 
October 2012. 
“For campus based pro-
grams, like work study and 
Perkins loans, for money to be 
available for this academic year, 
it had to have been approved 
last year,” McGowan said. 
Work study and financial 
aid will continue to operate as 
usual, though McGowan said 
the Department of Education 
has offered “very little commu-
nication as to what the actual 
plan is.” 
McGowan said the real prob-
lem would arise if Congress 
doesn’t vote to raise the debt 
ceiling. In that case, new stu-
dents who have not submitted 
promissory notes to the finan-
cial aid department will not be 
able to receive money.
Research grants are another 
large source of federal funding 
that flow into the University of 
Montana. 
 CAMPUS
Alexander Deedy
Montana Kaimin
Politicians say there is war 
in Syria.
For Ayhem Taleb, it’s a rev-
olution. 
The Syrian conflict has 
killed over 100,000 people, ac-
cording to the United Nations. 
Each day at least 5,000 Syrians 
flee, and conservative esti-
mates state over 6 million peo-
ple have been displaced from 
their homes. 
Two years, six months, three 
days and counting — the con-
flict continues with no foresee-
able end, according to the UN. 
For many Americans, what 
they see in Syria can be viewed 
as a question of politics, with 
some fearing their country will 
take military action. 
For Taleb, it is home. 
“After three years, it’s like I 
don’t have feelings anymore,” 
Taleb said via Skype. “Every-
thing is just evidence — some-
thing else has happened — if I 
tried to live with those feelings 
I would only survive 10 min-
utes, so I just ignore them and 
try to forget.”  
 A senior at Yasar Universi-
ty in Izmir, Turkey, Taleb stud-
ies software engineering and 
hopes to one day be a program-
mer — he was first inspired by 
his childhood love of Need For 
Speed II. 
Yasar University is one of 
five schools the University of 
Montana has partnered with in 
central and southwest Asia for 
students to study abroad.
Taleb, 22, lives five hours 
from the Syrian border with 
his parents and sister. He is 
originally from Damascus, but 
moved to Turkey over a year 
ago to begin at Yasar. His par-
ents joined him soon after. 
His grandparents remain 
The war 
at home
WORLD
The shutdown at UM
Katheryn Houghton
Montana Kaimin
See SYRIA, page 8See SHUTDOWN, page 3
Meghan Nolt/Montana Kaimin
National parks, including Yellowstone, are temporarily closed after Tuesday’s government shutdown. Almost three 
million people visit the Old Faithful area of Yellowstone National Park each year, according to the Yellowstone Park 
Foundation. 
Secure in the present, uncertain for the future
Montana Kaimin
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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
The Montana Kaimin, in its 
116th year, is published by the 
students of the University of 
Montana, Missoula. The UM 
School of Journalism uses the 
Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is 
printed on campus by 
Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and 
written by Kaimin editors. 
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ROMANCE COLUMN
By Ashley Nerbovig
Turned a boy gay
NEVER HAVE I EVER around the
OVAL
ABER HALL
I believe in God, but I also 
believe in Dinosaurs.” 
DOWNTOWN
“Dude, come check out 
what this chili did to the 
tiolet.”
THE OVAL
“Well it looks good on my 
butt, so too bad!”
THE UC
“You idiots have Google. 
Look that shit up.” 
@aroundtheoval
#aroundtheoval
KNIGHTS OF THE ROUND TABLE
Government shutdown
By Eben Wragge-Keller
A+CFor tonight’s panel we have Republican and Democrat members of the House here 
to discuss why the government 
shutting down is considered a 
productive way to handle this 
disagreement over the healthcare 
bill.
Generic Republican: Thank 
you for having me.
Generic Democrat: Glad to be 
here.
WK: Gentlemen, both of your 
parties have had ample time to 
discuss your sides of the debate. 
In fact, it’s in your job description 
to do so. We will instead focus 
on the issue of problem solving 
within Congress. Some have 
complained that there is none 
whatsoever. Make your case as 
to why this shutdown is actually 
productive. 
Dem: Well, we didn’t want 
it this way. This was entirely 
not our fault. Once again we are 
completely at the mercy of these 
closed-minded individuals. 
Rep: Are you kidding? We’ve 
tried over and over to have a con-
versation about this! We don’t 
want a shutdown any more than 
you do!
Dem: You are blocking a bill. 
Not trying to have a conversation. 
Rep: I’m not blocking a bill! 
A few members of my party are! 
Don’t lump me into this just be-
cause I’m on the same side of the 
ticket. 
WK: The question remains, 
gentlemen: Is bringing every-
thing to a screeching halt an ef-
fective way of dealing with a dis-
agreement? It’s a simple yes or no 
question. 
Rep: Well, no.
Dem: Definitely not. 
WK: So then why has every-
thing grinded to a screeching 
halt? Why is it that you will allow 
this kind of thick-headedness if 
you both claim you are willing to 
compromise?
Dem: It’s not us! Their position 
is completely unreasonable! 
Rep: No, their position is un-
reasonable!
WK: So what we have is a lot 
of stubbornness and finger point-
ing, while people across the coun-
try don’t have jobs to go to. I will 
ask both of you to respectfully 
address those who are sitting at 
home today, without blaming the 
other party for the current predic-
ament. 
Dem: Well, see, the rep- these 
guys are trying to-
WK: Nope. Stick to what your 
party has done.
Dem: …
Rep: Well, we Republicans are 
trying to protect the country from 
— protect the country for the 
good of the people! The Afford-
able Care Act will cost the Ameri-
can people money and jobs! 
WK: But the shutdown will 
create them?
Rep: It will get our point 
across. 
Dem: Will it though? What 
makes you think we’re any more 
willing to budge on this than you?
WK: I have to say, it seems as 
though the country is being held 
hostage by a bunch of children. 
Regardless of whether or not you 
feel your particular side is correct, 
this seems like a highly unpro-
ductive way of conducting busi-
ness. Any closing remarks?
Rep: If only these people 
would agree to some compro-
mise, we could sit down and talk 
and avoid this whole situation.
Dem: I agree. 
eben.wraggekeller@umontana.edu
@eben_wk
Last week I introduced my gay ex-boyfriend to this column. 
He is a blue-eyed, brown-haired drama boy. I thought I’d hit 
the jackpot when he agreed to go on a date. But then we started 
to talk. It was pretty obvious we didn’t have much in common. 
Honestly, I don’t remember much of our two-month relation-
ship. He was a year above me in school, and we had practically 
no mutual friends, so we never really saw each other. When we 
finally broke up, it felt like I was cutting a half hour of TV from 
my schedule, not breaking it off with someone I cared for.
But then he went to college.
And he got, like, super hot.
When I heard he was back in town the summer before I left 
for college, I was pretty stoked. When he messaged me to say he 
wanted to talk, I practically made out with his Facebook picture. 
He wanted to grab coffee. I totally jumped at the chance.
We met at Zoka’s, a coffee shop in Seattle, and I stole my sis-
ter’s white cardigan for the occasion. I had purposely arrived a 
few minutes late, and as I walked in I ran through a few options 
of greetings. Should I walk in and kiss him on the cheek and be 
all like, “Oh sorry, I have a million things to do before I leave for 
college.” Should I just smile widely and say, “Hey, you” before 
striding past him and ordering a super sophisticated cappuc-
cino? Should I whisper, “Let’s get out of here,” like I’d never 
stopped thinking about him? 
Any of these scenerios (which are totally normal, right? 
Right?) would have been better than what happened. 
Instead, I walked in and saw my Drama Boy sitting next to a 
tall blond boy with beautiful green eyes and a scarf fashionably 
wrapped around his neck.
As the three of us sat for coffee, new questions ran through 
my head. Such as ... why was Drama Boy bringing this other boy 
home to meet his parents? How does the other boy know how 
Drama Boy likes his coffee in the morning? Why is Drama Boy 
holding the other boy’s hand?
I didn’t know what to say at the time. After an awkward 30 
minutes, I said goodbye and left a little shell shocked. It’s not 
that I was crushed — I never really liked him that much, any-
way. But we had made out at least, like, six times. Now I didn’t 
know what to think. 
We didn’t talk again for about two years.
This summer, though, we saw each other at a bar in Seattle, 
and since I had a few whiskey sours in me, I decided to walk up 
and tell him how happy I was that he had come out, and that I 
fully supported him.
He smiled and thanked me, then leaned in and said, “And 
don’t worry, you didn’t turn me gay!”
I’ve decided to take his word for it.
ashley.nerbovig@umontana.edu
@Anerbovig
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The center for environmental 
health sciences has a large grant 
through the National Institute 
of Health. Dr. Andrij Holian, the 
center’s director, said that in many 
ways the government shutdown 
doesn’t affect the lab’s funding, but 
it does affect communication.
“If we have any questions or are 
trying to clarify anything with the 
NIH, the government shutdown 
stops that,” Holian said. 
Holian also mentioned that col-
laboration with government insti-
tutions is on hold because those re-
searchers are not allowed to work 
during a government shutdown. 
New grants will be delayed, but 
Holian said that will only become 
a large problem if the shutdown 
lasts a while.
The last government shut-
downs took place in 1995-1996 and 
SHUTDOWN
From page 1
totaled 27 days. If this shut down 
lasts that long, it could have severe 
impacts on veterans enrolled at 
UM.
“So far it’s really only affected 
the help line for the G.I. bill,” Len 
Leibinger, director of the Veterans 
Education and Transition Services 
office said. 
Leibinger said the federal Vet-
erans Affairs office has funding 
for the next three weeks, but if 
the shutdown continues past that 
point, the funds will dry up, and 
the flow of money to veterans will 
be severely impacted. 
For the 15 students in Graetz’s 
mountain field studies course, the 
shutdown will most likely only 
mean a delay of the trip. 
Will Klaczynski, Graetz’s re-
search assistant, said students will 
miss out on the best time of year to 
witness the ecosystem at its finest: 
the seasonal shift towards winter 
when wildlife is most active.  
“My biggest problem is that 
there are at least four students who 
have never been to Yellowstone be-
fore,” Klaczynski said. “They won’t 
get to experience it during the fall.” 
alexander.deedy@umontana.edu
@alexanderdeedy
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‘If we have any 
questions or are 
trying to clarify 
anything with 
the NIH, the 
government shut-
down stops that.’
Dr. Andrij Holian, 
environmental health 
science director
Montana Kaimin
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A Montana State University 
student stood eyeballing a section 
of wall Saturday, drill in hand. He 
drilled a screw into the drywall, 
affixing an anchor for a large, 
wooden art piece. 
Behind him, another MSU stu-
dent debated  aloud whether 56 or 
57 inches was an ideal height to 
hang three black sheets. Ragtime 
music played throughout the Uni-
versity Center Gallery. Enigmatic 
artist statements accompanied the 
work. 
After a few hours, the MSU 
exhibit was up at the University 
of Montana as part of the first of-
ficial art exchange between the 
schools. The project developed 
through both universities’ gallery 
coordinators, who combined their 
resources to expand the reach of 
student art.
“We’re so separated in Mon-
tana. Everyone’s so far apart,” said 
Hannah Safford, the arts and ex-
hibits director for the Associated 
Students of Montana State Uni-
versity. “Why can’t we use our col-
lege space to integrate as a place to 
transform each other’s cultures?”
Safford, a 23-year-old senior, 
developed the idea of an art ex-
change last year after she met 
Kristina Myer, a co-coordinator of 
the UC Gallery. The two struck a 
partnership.
In September, the Exit Gallery 
at MSU welcomed two Missoula 
art students. Myer, 42, showed her 
work alongside that of UM grad 
student Crista Ames in a sculp-
ture exhibit called “Undone.” It 
was well received, Safford said, 
and gave the artists a chance to 
talk shop with students from a dif-
ferent program. 
Myer, a senior in UM’s fine arts 
program, said the traveling art ex-
change was a good way to open 
up a working dialogue between 
the schools. It benefits all artists to 
get his or her work out into new 
venues.
“I think it’s an opportunity to 
see what MSU is doing, for sure,” 
Myer said. “The other opportunity 
is really for the artists, giving them 
a chance to get out of their comfort 
zones.”
As UM work came down in 
the Exit Gallery, Safford chose two 
graduate students and an under-
grad to join her for an exhibit in 
the UC. On Saturday, they hung 
their pieces and spoke to Myer 
and some gallery employees about 
their inspiration.
“This space is so unique. It’s 
really different than the Exit,” Saf-
ford said. “So it’s a really good op-
portunity to create a flow through 
here, and it’s fun to figure out 
where we’re going to put our dif-
ferent artworks.”
Titled “Corpus Callosum,” the 
exhibit’s work relates to the hu-
man body in concrete and abstract 
ways, with a variety of mediums 
are displayed throughout.
The collection includes a com-
parison of human and non-hu-
man body parts, as well as a 
depiction of organs that can be 
donated from a living body. In her 
second year as co-coordinator of 
the student-run University Center 
Gallery, Myer said the project has 
given her an idea of how different 
galleries are run. She wants to see 
the partnership grow after Safford 
and her graduate.
“We’re hoping to actually con-
tinue this,” she said. “Hopefully 
the next people who come into our 
positions will be able to continue 
the legacy of bringing our schools 
together.”
matthew.hudson@umontana.edu
@sanfordish
Taylor Romack/Montana Kaimim
Kristina Myer, front right, and Montana State University artist Christa Carleton, left, measure out multiple works along with other exchange artists partak-
ing in the first MSU-UM art exchange. The gallery is open through the month of October.
Across the universities 
UM and MSU students participate in first ever art gallery exchange program
Matt Hudson
Montana Kaimin
ART
Opening 
reception is 
Thursday from 
4-6 p.m. and is 
free to attend.
“Corpus Calossum” 
will be shown 
until Oct. 25 in 
the University 
Center Gallery
(Second floor next to the tech lounge) 
Montana Kaimin
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The Dennison Theatre will 
burst with melodic arpeggios 
and raw percussive rhythms 
when talented finger-style 
guitar player Andy McKee 
strums his way into the Uni-
versity of Montana on Thurs-
day evening.
It will be McKee’s first time 
playing in Big Sky Country.
“Montana is one of the few 
states I’ve never played in,” 
McKee said. “It’ll be great to 
check it out and play there.”
UM Productions outreach 
and public relations coordi-
nator Bree Dunham said they 
have received a lot of positive 
feedback about the upcoming 
concert from the music com-
munity.
“It’s been a little harder 
getting the show out there be-
cause he’s not as well known,” 
Dunham said. “But when peo-
ple see the videos, it’s not very 
hard to convince them to go 
get a ticket.”
Those videos helped McKee 
jumpstart his career.
In the mid-2000s, McKee 
was one of many musicians 
utilizing the emerging tool of 
social media. McKee’s MyS-
pace page attracted a lot of 
traffic, but it was his appear-
ance as a featured artist on an 
infantile YouTube that helped 
spur his career.
CandyRat Records, McK-
ee’s independent-record label, 
thought of the idea. 
“I didn’t really know much 
about YouTube at the time, 
but we sat down and shot 
eight videos in an afternoon,” 
McKee said. “One in particu-
lar took off and became quite 
popular.”
That song was “Drifting,” 
an original piece that McKee 
wrote in the late ‘90s. “Drift-
ing” became a featured music 
video in 2006, further spurring 
his popularity and fame.
“It really gained a whole 
new life on the Internet,” McK-
ee said. 
McKee’s use of unusual per-
formance techniques on a steel 
string exposed viewers to a 
way of playing that was rela-
tively unknown.  Percussive, 
melodic and infectious, McK-
ee slaps out a rhythm with his 
palm, while his fingers slide 
up and down the fret board 
to produce the instrumental 
track. 
The original recording of 
the video sits just shy of 48 
million views on YouTube, 
while the rest of McKee’s vid-
eo catalog reaches millions of 
views. The traction that McK-
ee got from the publicity of the 
video changed his life.
“After that, I was getting 
opportunities from all over the 
world to come and perform,” 
McKee said. “At the time, I was 
just teaching guitar and play-
ing in contests, but ever since 
then, I’ve been able to be a full-
time musician.”
McKee started playing 
when he was 13. By the time 
he was 14, he knew he wanted 
to pursue a career in music, 
but was unsure of what route 
to take.
At the age of 16, McKee saw 
acoustic guitar player Preston 
Reed.  Before the performance, 
McKee was exclusively playing 
electric guitar, but after seeing 
Reed, that changed. Reed’s use 
of his guitar’s body as a drum, 
and incorporation of alternate 
tunings to make certain chord 
voicings possible, opened up a 
new world of music for McKee.
Armed with new knowl-
edge, McKee played more 
melodically with chords fa-
cilitated by alternate tunings. 
McKee experimented with 
these techniques for a while 
before setting out to write his 
own songs and manufacture 
his own distinctive style.
McKee now focuses on his 
ability to compose music that 
MUSIC
Jesse Flickinger
Montana Kaimin
YouTube propels guitar virtuoso’s career
Internet celebrity Andy McKee slated to perform at Dennison Theatre
isn’t just flashy or that solely 
serves to impress other guitar 
players.
“I want to write music that 
affects people,” McKee said. 
“I’m kind of burnt out on be-
ing known as a great guitar 
player.”
McKee has  toured frequent-
ly since 2008. He estimates that 
he averaged 200 to 250 shows 
a year before his kids came 
into the picture. His 2-year-old 
and newborn sons have kept 
McKee off the road for much 
of 2013, but he intends to kick 
it back in gear for 2014.
“I really love being with 
the kids, but I also really love 
doing shows,” McKee said. 
‘I want to write music that affects 
people. I’m kind of burnt out on being 
known as a great guitar player.’
Andy McKee, musician
“Hopefully in five or six years, 
I’ll be able to bring the family 
out with me on occasion.” 
Until then, McKee hopes to 
branch out from the virtuoso 
labels afforded to him by his 
talent.
 “I want my music to be 
known for more than just tech-
nique,” McKee said.
McKee’s performance will 
take place Thursday, Oct. 3, 
at 7:30 p.m. in the Dennison 
Theatre.  General admission is 
$28 while student tickets will 
be available for $18. Tickets are 
available through all Griz Tix 
outlets.
jesse.flickinger@umontana.edu
Courtesy of Christine Porubsky
Andy McKee will perform at the Dennison Theatre Thursday evening. McKee’s musical career was spurred by the 
help of YouTube when he was a featured artist in a video.
www.MONTANAKAIMIN.com
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The defending Big Sky Confer-
ence champion, Montana wom-
en’s basketball team, had their first 
practice of the season at 6:45 a.m. 
Tuesday to start the 2013-14 season. 
Last year, the Lady Griz finished 
24-8 overall and made their second 
NCAA Tournament appearance 
in three years.
This year, the team returns 
without Katie Baker, Kenzie De 
Boer and Alyssa Smith, who all 
graduated in the spring. Baker was 
last year’s BSC Most Valuable Play-
er, and De Boer was a first-team 
BSC selection. The Lady Griz also 
lost assistant coach Annette Ro-
cheleau to retirement but added 
former standout Sonya Rogers to 
the coaching staff. 
Youth will rule the court for 
Montana, as 10 underclassmen 
and four upperclassmen will play 
for the maroon and silver this sea-
son. 
Head coach Robin Selvig met 
Hunter D’Antuono/Montana Kaimin
Montana head coach Robin Selvig addresses the media at a press con-
ference after the Lady Griz basketball team beat Northern Arizona in the 
Big Sky Conference Championship game March 16. Selvig enters his 36th 
year as UM’s head coach. 
Montana Kaimin  
Q & A  
ROBIN SELVIG
Lady Griz head basketball coach
Alexandria Valdez
Montana Kaimin
with the Kaimin to talk about the 
upcoming year. 
Question: What is the team like 
this year after losing Baker, De 
Boer, Smith and Hurley? 
Answer: We have a bunch of 
excited kids that are looking for-
ward to the season. We lost four 
kids that played a ton of minutes, 
so things will be different this year. 
That’s exciting I think for the re-
turners because there are all kinds 
of new roles. This team will devel-
op its own personality. 
Q: What are you looking to do 
more of considering Baker’s ab-
sence leaves a big hole in the post? 
A: Fortunately one of our re-
turning players, Carly (Selvig,  the 
coach’s niece), played a lot of min-
utes last year. On the defensive end 
she’s really good and offensive-
ly she’s capable of scoring more. 
When you lose someone that took 
a lot of shots and was a good scorer 
like Katie, it’s not necessarily one 
person [who is] going to do that, 
maybe it’s a cumulative thing. But I 
think we’ve got inside kids that can 
score. We have a couple freshmen 
coming in battling for time that are 
good scorers as well [in] Maggie 
(Rickman) and Jordy (Sullivan). 
Q: You lost two players who were 
able to make a lot of shots, who do 
you see stepping into that role? 
A: Kellie (Cole) I think can kind 
of create her own shots, and of 
course you know we run things 
and try to get the right people the 
shots. We have a lot of kids that I 
think are capable of being good 
scorers and hopefully the kids that 
are returning are all better. 
Q: Is last year’s group going to be 
a hard group to replace? 
A: We’ve had years where 
we’ve graduated three or four pret-
ty good seniors — I mean really 
good seniors— because we’ve had 
a lot of good players. I don’t know 
if there’s ever been a year where 
we’ve lost more minutes, and Ali 
(Hurley) played a lot off the bench 
too. That’s the nature of the game, 
kids have stepped in and their 
turn has come and hopefully that’s 
what happens this year. 
Q: Torry Hill and Jordan Sullivan 
are the only two seniors this year. 
What are their strengths and 
what are they doing this year to 
be leaders? 
A: Well first of all, they lead by 
example. They live in the gym; 
they worked really hard this sum-
mer. They are gym rats. Basketball 
is really important to them and so 
they will be great senior leaders. 
They want their senior year to be 
a great one and they will do every-
thing they can. 
Q: You’ve had a deep rotation the 
last few years, what do you think 
about this group of freshmen, 
who do you see stepping up? 
A: That all remains to be seen. I 
think that was probably as deep for 
a couple years we went, that was 
the nature of that team. This team 
will be different; I mean we’ve had 
years where we’ve played seven or 
eight kids too. That’s all going to 
be determined by the ladies on the 
floor. 
We don’t have nearly as many 
preconceived ideas going into this 
year or as many givens based on 
what kids have shown us. We hope 
to certainly develop some depth. 
I doubt we’ll be 10 or 12 deep 
early on here, but that certainly is 
something I think we can get to 
before the year is over. 
Q: Do you have an idea of where 
some of the younger players 
could go?  
A: We’ll find out by what they 
do, I know we’re looking for some-
body who can guard somebody. 
We lost seniors that were good 
defenders, Kenzie and Alyssa I 
think were great defenders. They 
were also tough kids. We lost some 
toughness there and Ali off the 
bench was a really good defender. 
So I told them at our first meeting, 
we need to find somebody who 
can guard somebody, and if you 
want to play, show us that.
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu
@A_N_Valdez 
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Montana went two consecutive 
games without giving up a sack, 
but that changed Saturday when 
the Northern Arizona Lumber-
jacks defensive front seven pres-
sured Grizzly quarterback Jordan 
Johnson early and often.  
“At times it wasn’t that we were 
looking at the wrong place, it was 
that we were trying to do too 
much,” said co-offensive coordina-
tor and offensive line coach Scott 
Gragg. “Whether it was trying to 
help someone out, kind of trying 
to bump them off their block, or 
turning away from where your at-
tention should be to help someone 
else.  When one person does that, 
it’s not a big deal. But when you 
have two or three guys doing it, it 
can turn into a disaster.”
This “disaster” was marked by 
the Griz giving up a season-high 
five sacks in their 34-16 loss against 
Northern Arizona on Saturday.  
“It was the best defensive front 
that we had seen to date,” Gragg 
said.  “They had good, quick inside 
guys that caused us some prob-
lems.  They pressured us a little bit 
more than they had shown in the 
past.”  
Led by senior defensive line-
man Chima Ike, who recorded 
two sacks against the Grizzlies, 
the Lumberjacks’ pass rush greatly 
Griz offensive line struggles in conference debut
Sam Waldorf
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benefited from an early 14-0 lead.  
Gragg said a quick start to the 
game is a defensive lineman’s 
dream.
“(The lineman) gets to start 
drawing up blitzes and stunts in 
the dirt because he doesn’t have to 
worry about (containing the run) 
or anything else, and that makes 
it more challenging on us,” Gragg 
said.  “We need to be able to pick 
that up.”
The Griz totaled just 89 yards 
on the ground, well below their 
season average of 199 rushing 
yards per game.   With a lack of 
production in the running game, 
NAU’s defense focused on getting 
to Johnson, resulting in 11 quarter-
back hurries, most of which came 
on obvious passing plays, such as 
second-or third-and-long.
Gragg said the Grizzlies’ inabil-
ity to set up the run provided the 
defense with some cushion. 
“(The defense) is going to drop 
more guys in coverage and run 
games upfront because (the of-
fense) becomes one-dimensional,” 
Gragg said.  “Starting out fast and 
reducing turnovers will give us an 
opportunity to be more successful 
in the passing game.”  
In addition to allowing five 
sacks, Montana’s offense also 
fumbled the ball three times, two 
of which were returned for touch-
downs.  
“It’s frustrating,” said senior 
offensive tackle Danny Kistler 
Jr.  “Anyone would be lying if they 
said it’s not, but at the same time 
it’s everybody’s job on the offense 
to make sure we get the ball and 
keep it — not just the skill posi-
tions.”  
In preparation for Saturday’s 
homecoming matchup against 
the Portland State Vikings, Kistler 
said no matter the opponent, the 
goal during the week is to improve 
the offensive line’s techniques.
“As an offensive lineman you’re 
going to see a lot of different move-
ment and pass-rush moves.  You 
just have to perfect your trade and 
each of us have to go out this week 
and really push to improve on all 
of our weaknesses,” Kistler said.  
The Grizzlies’ weaknesses will 
be tested when they face the Vi-
kings, a team ranked second in the 
BSC with 17 sacks.  
Gragg said he is confident that 
the offensive line can learn and im-
prove from the loss to NAU. 
“We looked over the tape and 
everything seemed to be correct-
able.  I still believe that the offen-
sive line is one of the strengths of 
this years’ team,” Gragg said.  “In 
some areas what could go wrong, 
did go wrong on Saturday.   As 
long as we don’t allow that to de-
fine who we are, but allow our re-
sponse to define who we are, we 
are going to be in great shape.”  
samuel.waldorf@umontana.edu
FOOTBALL
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John Ngyuen (38) runs the ball around Oklahoma Panhandle State defenders during Montana’s 47-14 win on 
Sept. 21 at Washington-Grizzly Stadium. 
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The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Bre Murray
Dani Howlett
Sarah Hopkins
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Michelle Dezihan
Meaghan Gaul
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Jesse Kipp
Alison Rinker
PRODUCTION
Mackenzie Enich
Nickolette Lannan
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
  HELP WANTED
Seeking licensed LCPC 
or license eligible 
mental heath therapist 
to assume caseload in 
private practice serving 
children and families 
in the Ravalli County. 
Headstart Affiliated. 
Contact Kris at 363-
1217 extension 118.
The Japanese section 
of the Dept of Modern 
and Classical Lang and 
Lit at UM is seeking 
to hire a grad student 
with native or near 
native Japanese/Eng 
fluency to teach one 
section of first-year 
Japanese (5 credits) 
during spring semester 
2014. Interested 
persons, especially 
those with previous 
experience, are asked 
to send a letter of 
interest and CV to Prof 
Judith Rabinovitch 
c/o MCLL before 
October 7. Please 
call 243-5101 (Prof 
Rabinovitch) for 
further information.
          PSA
Co-Dependents 
Anonymous (CoDA) 
Meeting Information: 
Co-Dependents 
Anonymous (CoDA) 
is a Twelve Step 
Fellowship of men and 
women whose common 
purpose is recovery 
from codependence 
and the development 
and maintenance of 
healthy relationships. 
The CoDA meeting 
in the area meets on 
Saturdays at 11:30am at 
the Fourth D Alano Club 
(1500 W. Broadway 
St. Missoula 59808). 
For further information 
contact Koryn H. at 
(406) 493-4431.
    SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop 
repair. Voted best of 
Missoula 2013. Student 
discounts! 136 E 
Broadway Computer 
Central 542-6540.
Spanish and Flamenco 
The shop for the diesel me-
chanics program at the Mis-
soula College West Campus 
received three top of the line 
transmissions from Eaton Cor-
poration’s Roadranger trans-
mission division, which sup-
plies a majority of the parts for 
large trucks. 
Jim Headlee, the director of 
the program, said the trans-
missions are worth around 
$20,000.  Headlee said the 
electronic transmissions have 
internal computers that do the 
shifting.
“It’s called UltraShift,” 
Headlee said. “Which is the 
New transmissions for diesel mechanics
Kaci Felstet
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latest and greatest.”
Christopher Gugisberg, a 
first-year student in the pro-
gram, said he is excited to have 
the opportunity to learn about 
electronic transmissions be-
cause they are different than 
manual transmissions.
“[Electronic transmissions] 
are some of the hardest ones 
out there to learn because elec-
tronics can work sometimes 
and not work other times,” 
Gugisberg said.
The Missoula College is 
the main Montana training 
center for Eaton. Eaton brings 
trainers to the college, and 
dealerships from around the 
state send their mechanics to 
training classes that use the 
program’s resources.
“We work back and forth,” 
Headlee said. “They use our 
facility, they give us equip-
ment.”
The two-year program has 
45 students, with a two-year 
wait list, Headlee said. He at-
tributes the high demand for 
the program to the high de-
mand for diesel mechanics in 
the market. 
“I’d say we have pretty close 
to 100 percent job placement,” 
Headlee said. “It’s not uncom-
mon to hear of a student mak-
ing six figures after a year or 
two out of here.”
Headlee said they have 
about 30 different styles of 
transmissions for the students 
 CAMPUS
to work on, but learning on 
the electronic transmissions 
will make students even more 
employable.
There is a high demand 
for diesel mechanics that can 
work on electronic trans-
missions, Headlee said. An 
electronic transmission gives 
truck fleet owners more con-
trol over drivers, he said. Me-
chanics can program when the 
transmission shifts and how 
fast it goes, he said. 
“The hardest thing to teach 
a person driving a truck is 
shifting gears. This takes that 
problem away,” Headlee said.
Ian Goetz, a second-year 
student, said a lot of trucks are 
switching to automatic trans-
missions.
“It’s a totally different set-
up than using a manual stick,” 
Goetz said.
He said he is looking for-
ward to being able to put the 
training on his resume.
“We’ll be more up to date 
when we go out to find a job,” 
Goetz said. “It’s a really big 
step and it’s a great thing.”
The students will start 
working on the transmissions 
in about two weeks. First, 
Headlee said they have to dis-
assemble, assemble them and 
run diagnostics.
kaci.felstet@umontana.edu
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in the Syrian countryside and Ta-
leb’s mom calls them every day to 
check in. 
While Taleb pretends life is nor-
mal, he cannot avoid reminders of 
war at home. He remembers speed-
ing away from crossfire between 
rebels and soldiers during his last 
visit on June 16, 2012. And two 
weeks ago, he found out his best 
friend  —  a Red Crescent worker 
—  had shrapnel in his knees from 
an explosion outside the relief orga-
nization’s Damascus building.  
“It is not political anymore,” Ta-
leb said. “It is about humanity now.” 
The conflict is between forces 
loyal to President Bashar al-Assad 
and hundreds of rebel groups seek-
ing to oust him. The Syrian govern-
ment receives support from Russia 
and Iran, while rebel forces receive 
military aid from Qatar and Saudi 
Arabia. 
The UN recently confirmed 
that the Aug. 21 chemical attack in 
Taleb’s hometown was the worst 
chemical attack in 25 years. 
For weeks, Syrians and Ameri-
cans waited for news on a possible 
U.S. military intervention. However, 
that was put aside with an agree-
ment from the Syrian government 
to dispose of its chemical weapons 
stockpile. How Syria will dispose 
of the weapons and when is still a 
work in progress. 
UM political science professor 
Karen Adams said military inter-
vention is likely off the table for 
now. It will take at least five months 
for inspectors to search for chemi-
cal weapons, and the next step will 
be some sort of peace conference, 
which will also take months. 
Adams said it can be hard for 
students to follow news in a war, 
but staying informed on the de-
struction affecting the Syrian peo-
ple and their neighbors needs to be 
a priority.  
“There is a lot of stuff going on in 
the world and many people can get 
tired of watching it,” she said. “It’s 
depressing.”
Julie DeSoto, a UM international 
development graduate, lives in Jor-
dan working as a teaching assistant. 
She has seen the Syrian crisis seep 
into her new home.  
“Jordanians seem to feel their 
country has changed,” she wrote 
in an email from Amman. “(They) 
have voiced their concerns about 
the topic of Syria — especially of the 
stress on the country’s economy.” 
Most newspapers in Jordan have 
remained neutral on U.S. action, she 
said. However, some articles are 
reporting on Jordan’s call for the in-
ternational community to offer the 
country more support. Jordan is the 
region’s largest recipient of Syrian 
refugees, she said.  
DeSoto also works as an intern 
for the Noor Hussein Foundation 
and Institute for Family Health 
helping refugees.  
“Most of the clinic’s current cli-
ents are Syrians and they have over 
100 visits a week,” she said. 
While Taleb attends school 
knowing there’s a war back home, 
he encourages students from 
around the world to inform them-
selves through a variety of newspa-
pers. 
“Whether it is their home or not, 
they should still try to understand,” 
Taleb said.
Taleb said watching the news 
for updates has been especially 
disappointing in the last month as 
Syrians waited for a declaration of 
U.S. military action. Instead, they 
learned new rules were set by the 
United Nations, Taleb said as he 
shook his head. 
 “If you kill someone with a gun 
and then give up the gun, then 
you are not guilty anymore,” Taleb 
said, alluding to  America’s policy 
on chemical weapons used on his 
hometown. “And this, this is new in 
the world.” 
Taleb said the American gov-
ernment’s decision not to intervene 
gave him the impression that “they 
don’t care about Syrians and Assad 
can kill us.”  
Taleb said the only way he 
knows how to explain dealing with 
the Syrian conflict is that his people 
are “born to survive” and must at 
least try to go on with life.   
“At the beginning whenever 
I felt happy, I felt guilty,” he said. 
“Every day there is 100 people, 200 
people, dying in my homeland, so I 
shouldn’t be happy. But after three 
years, I accept this is all I can do.”
  katheryn.houghton@umontana.edu
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